The Vet Link

Pink eye

Pink eye is a contagious
bacteria that causes
keratoconjunctivitis in all
classes of stock. The
infection can lead to severe
ulcers of the eye and
subsequent loss of sight and in extreme cases
rupture of the eyeball. We often see mobs of calves/
heifers with pinkeye throughout the year. Dairy
cows are most likely to contract pinkeye in the
summer due to the increased dust and flies which
carry the bacteria. Some herds get a couple of cows
with pinkeye here and there, some herds have
outbreaks where large numbers are affected at one
time. Cows with lesions need to be treated with
orbenin eye ointment but may need surgical
measures if severe. The trouble is you treat one, it
just starts coming right, then another one pops up!
And so on..... To aid in the elimination of the bug
from the herd or mob all together we can mix up a
solution to spray across all those exposed. This may
need to be repeated 1 week later but usually
manages to dampen down outbreaks well.

In humans, pinkeye is usually contracted from your
filthy flatmate farting on your pillow without your
knowledge. Martine
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o lk g , about her side of the family.”

TIPS FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS

= Book in Cidrs

= Keep monitoring pre mate heats

= Drench calves - Arrest C or eclipse/
Boss pour on if over 100kgs

= Weigh calves—at weaning—Keep
monitoring

= Pre mate Bloods—ASAP

= Book in a mating refresher and/o

reproduction consultation

Congratulations to Braden &
1 Leanne Calder!!

W For winning their $$$$ back in the
BAYER Dry COW promotlon

A woman called a local hospital...
"Hello. Could you connect me to the person who gives in-
formation about patients? I'd like to find out if a patient is
getting better, doing as expected or getting worse."

The voice on the other end said, "What is the patient's
name and room number?"

"Sarah Finkel, room 302."

"I'll connect you with the nursing station..."

"3-A Nursing Station. How can | help you?"

"I'd like to know the condition of Sarah Finkel in room
302."

"Just a moment. Let me look at her records. Mrs. Finkel is
doing very well. In fact, she's had two full meals, her blood
pressure is fine, she is to be taken off the heart monitor in
a couple of hours and, if she continues this improvement,
Dr. Cohen is going to send her home Tuesday at noon."
The woman said, "What a relief! Oh, that's fantastic...
that's wonderful news!"

The nurse said, "From your enthusiasm, | take it you are a
close family member or a very close friend!"

"Neither! | AM Sarah Finkel in 302! Nobody here tells me
anything!"
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Despite all the wet weather recently, spring has been a good one for animal health. Overall metabolic problems were less than
usual, no doubt due to good Magnesium supplementation. However, there are always cows that need calving. Those rotten
calvings just keep coming. Vets have commented on a high number of calves with navel ill early this Spring.

Over crowded pickup trailers from the paddock and rough handling were blamed, causing calves to stand on the fresh navels

of other calves.

Lots of calf scours were reported, with Rotavirus the most common cause.
Mastitis incidence varied; some farms very low, others very high. This suggests on farm factors are much more important than

seasonal factors.

Data from the DairyNZ Body Condition Score initiative was collected from nearly a third of our farms. Results are pending.
Despite very good Autumn pasture growth very few farms reached the BCS 5 target. The current low sunshine hours and .
slushy pasture will affect submission rates. Act early if S/R is not on target. Remember the two major drivers of farm

profitability are 6 week in-calf rates and amount of pasture eaten. Happy farming, CHRIS.

Are you ready to mate?
Here are a few questions to consider prior to mating season.
Have you decided when to start and stop mating?

In an ideal situation, you want at least 87% of the
milking herd to be calved in the first 6 weeks of
calving. If you want to tighten up your calving
spread, good planning is essential. For example,
if a cow is to calve next year on or before the
same date that she did this year, then conception
must occur within 12 weeks of calving. Late
calving cows need to become pregnant much
sooner than this in order to tighten up the calving
spread.

Have you body condition scored your herd?

You don’t want more than 15% of your cows to be
below a body condition score of 4.0 at mating.
‘Why not let one of our vets who are certified to
body condition score come and do this job for
you? We can help advise you, based on the re-
sults.

Have you reviewed your heat detection program?

Look at your submission rates to help determine if
your current heat detection methods are working
for you. If your 3-week submission rate is less
than 85% then this should send up warning bells.
Two reasons for having low submission rates are:
poor heat detection or having lots of non-cyclers
in your herd. Our CIDR programs are excellent
for helping you with your non-cycler problems.

If we can help you with your body condition scoring, or non-cycler

programer any other issues related to mating, please let us know.

PRACTICE"

Nrw Zealand vateninary Aetoniation

GoodYarn

ERABLING FARMING COMMUNITIES
TO TALK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH

‘Why have a good yarn? People who live and work on the
land regularly have to cope with a number of challenges
- from long working hours, to unexpected weather
events, isolation and constant financial pressure. These
factors can impact negatively on your mental wellbeing.
What does it cover?

° Tips for maintaining mental wellbeing

® How to recognise the signs of stress and common
mental health problems

° Practical tools to help you initiate a conversation
when you are concerned about someone.

® How to access the right support services

I found this workshop to be very useful, was non-
confrontational, encouraged participation and was in a
relaxed environment.

If your are interested in going to one of these workshops
there is another one on the 1 1th OCTOBER 2016
11am—2pm in OPOTIKI Contac either Kim Cawte on
0211330709 or myself on 07 3158474 or 027 7349745.
Allister

Ps What you learn in these workshop can help with
dealing with family, friends, work colleagues or
employees

RIGHT ADVICE * RIGHT PRODUCT + RIGHT PRICE
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